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Dear valued tree planting supporter, I’m pleased 
to be sending you your annual tree planting 
newsletter. We have been busy this year with 
finishing our tree planting project with SCAD 
and establishing a new one with CRUSADE. 

We are very excited to be working with CRUSADE this year and 
you will hear more about the plans we have in this newsletter. 
In addition to promoting environmental preservation, I am also 
pleased to announce that we will be tackling both the issue of food 
security and generating alternative income streams for the rural 
communities we support.

Without all your loyal support none of this work would be possible 
so a heartfelt thank you from everyone at Salt of the Earth.

Best wishes,

Reena Agarwal, 
Chief Executive Officer



This year we have partnered 
with CRUSADE to deliver our 
tree planting work. This project 
will focus on growing fruit trees 
such as mango, guava, lemon 
and coconut seedlings but 
also on distributing vegetable 
and herb seeds to members of 
CRUSADE’s Self-Help Groups.
 
CRUSADE will offer training and 
guidance on how to cultivate 
and raise these seeds to ensure 
they get the care they need to 
grow and flourish. CRUSADE will 
also be raising awareness of the 
nutritional and health benefits 
of these vegetables and herbs, 
promoting both health benefits 
and their medical importance. In 
addition, CRUSADE will promote 
growing casuarina trees to 
marginalised small farmers as 
these trees can be used for 
firewood and can be sold for 
timber.
 
We are working closely 
with CRUSADE to share our 
experience and knowledge of 

our previous tree planting work 
in Tamil Nadu. As a major part of 
the project we are focusing on 
improving tree survival rates and 
CRUSADE are going to monitor 
survival rates closely and collect 
key learning to continually 
improve the project moving 
forward.
 
We hope to plant over 123,000 
fruit and timber trees and 
distribute over 4000 packets 
of herbs and vegetables to 
people who are living on the 
poverty line. This support is vital 
as we are not only providing an 
additional income but also food 
security for the future.

Latha Chandran

Latha, 45 years old (pictured 
above), has been a member 
of the Ponniamman Self-Help 
Group in Thinaipakkam village 
for the past 20 years. The group 
was organised by CRUSADE 
in response to poverty, 
landlessness and poor health 

statuses of families. Latha lives 
with her husband Chandran and 
their two daughters, Jayashree 
and Nithyashree, who are both 
in education.

For the past few years, she 
has been regularly involved in 
organic vegetable cultivation 
and growing fruit trees in her 
small homestead plot around 
her house. CRUSADE provided 
her with coconut and mango 
saplings, which she planted 
along with banana shoots, 
which she procured locally. She 
was also given vegetable seed 
packets by CRUSADE.
 
Latha is now happily harvesting 
fruits and vegetables from her 
garden, which are pesticide 
free, tasty and healthy. She is 
now saving money on her daily 
needs of vegetables and fruits, 
which Latha is saving for her 
daughters’ education.

Tree planting scheme with CRUSADE



Last year we partnered 
with Social Change and 
Development (SCAD) on 
tree planting to help with 
environmental preservation 
in Tamil Nadu. Trees are so 
important and can provide food, 
fuel, shelter and fodder and are 
a vital part of our work.
 
SCAD worked with the local 
Agricultural Department 
in procuring high quality 
saplings from Tamil Nadu and 
Andhra Pradesh. The saplings 
were then transported to 
SCAD’s nursery where they 
were stored, watered and 
maintained until they were 
distributed. After distribution, 
SCAD held an interactive 
training with the community 
where they answered any 
questions concerned with 
the maintenance of the tree 
samplings. 

There had been a poor 
monsoon at the end of 2015 
and so SCAD worked closely 
with farmers to offer special 
advice on how to use water 
efficiently.  

They also promoted the 
application of ‘biochar’, which is 
an organic fertiliser, on saplings 
that helped hold moisture in the 
saplings.

In 2016, because of your loyal 
support, 16,850 fruit trees 
and 61,475 forest trees were 
distributed to marginal farmers, 
Women’s Self Help Groups 
(WSHGs) and schools.
 
Mr Saravanan

We were happy to hear from Mr 
Saravanan who highlights how 
our support has helped him. Mr 
Saravanan is 46 and a farmer 
from Katalangulum village. 

He approached SCAD seeking 
technical advice on tree 
planting and as he aspired to 
create an additional income 
through tree planting. SCAD 
suggested that he should start 
growing guava trees and to 
support him they gave him 300 
guava saplings. 

Due to his hard work and 
SCAD’s support, Mr Saravanan 
harvested four kilograms of 
guava that he could sell for 
nearly £400. He is planning to 
reinvest this money in more 
saplings and save the rest for 
his child’s education.
 

Our tree planting work in 2016
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